Addis Ababa: Launch event for the first Ethiopian comic book, based on a true story
Wednesday, 11 December 2019.

On 11 December, the Embassy of the Republic of Serbia hosted on its premises an event
presenting the comic strip entitled "Agga", the first publication ever issued in Ethiopia to feature
the comic book art form. lts publishing was sponsored by the Republic of Serbia. The story
of Abdissa Agga, a hero of the Second Italo-Ethiopian War born around 1920, and his Yugoslav
friends Julije and Stefan, is widely known in Ethiopia. According to Abdisa's journals, a heralded
piece of literature in Ethiopia, he was wounded in 1937, and transferred as a hostage to Italy
where he was sentenced to eight years in prison. As a patriot and a fearless fighter he was kept
under special surveillance. Nevertheless, joined by six Yugoslavs, he fled to the woods and met
with another group of fugitive prisoners, mostly Yugoslavs and Englishmen. Abdissa then had
them return to the camp and free many of the hostages. Led by Abdissa, a British Major and a
Yugoslav national (most commonly referred to as Julije, among other names) they persevered
continuing to fight the ltalians and Germans. In addition to Italy, they allegedly also fought in the
territory of Yugoslavia. According to the legend, Abdissa and his Yugoslav friend rolled into the
liberated Rome on a road vehicle, waving Ethiopian and Yugoslav flags.
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SEPTEMBER 1944,
ROME, THE CAPITAL

ABDISSA AGGA AND JULE KACIC'S
FREE ARMY HAS ARRIVED AT ROME.
TS BEEN A LONG TIME COMIMG!!
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