Esteemed Director Dimitrijevic, 
Your Excellency Ambassador Kuroki,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my great honor to open, on behalf of the Minister of Foreign Affairs Ivan Mrkic, this International Scientific Conference on Regional Cooperation and Reconciliation.

The issues to which this Conference is devoted are of great importance to Serbia and our state leadership pays particular attention to them. It is well known that one of the priorities of our foreign policy is to promote good neighbourly relations, and without reconciliation, willingness to forgive, admitting of our own mistakes and compromises in resolving the outstanding issues, there can be no progress in the improvement of good neighborly relations. In this respect, Serbia has already made ​​a number of significant steps and is ready to further contribute to the strengthening of regional cooperation. We are doing this by developing bilateral relations, and also by participating in regional initiatives and organizations. In the last two years, Serbia chaired five regional organizations and initiatives, and hosted more than 70 international regional conferences and meetings at the highest, Ministerial and expert level.

All of us in the region should constantly keep in mind that without strengthening the whole region, the progress of any individual country is almost a mission impossible. Whether we like it or not, our fates are tied together and we should all work, with maximum courage and honestly, to improve our cooperation and further advancement of the region. Problems and troubles know no boundaries and spread easily from one place to the other. Therefore, I would like to underscore once again the importance of a common, regional approach to addressing numerous issues.
I would like, this time again, to emphasize the active work done by the Institute of International Politics and its contribution to the consideration of significant international issues. This Conference is yet another confirmation of this and I congratulate the Institute on organizing the event.
I would particularly like to thank the Government of Japan and His Excellency Ambassador Kuroki for the assistance provided over the years to Serbia and its citizens. This assistance, ranging from material one to advice, means a lot to us. In this wide spectrum, the cooperation with Japanese universities is of particular significance, given the development of Japanese science and the willingness of their universities to cooperate with our institutions, to transfer their technologies and share their knowledge with us.
Thank you for your attention.

