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Ladies and Gentlemen,


It is my great honour and pleasure to welcome you at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, for the official ceremony marking the 150th Birthday of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).

Today, the ideas of Henry Dunant, the founder of the ICRC are still up to date. The Geneva Convention, adopted at the initiative of this Organization in 1864, introduced the obligation of armed forces to take care of all the wounded, irrespective of the side they were on, and laid down the legal groundwork for the Geneva Conventions adopted in 1949.

The principles the ICRC has been built upon and its activity are primarily of a humanitarian nature – access to people in need of assistance, ensuring that international humanitarian law is respected in armed conflicts and that vulnerable persons be protected. It is particularly important to respect, consistently and unselectively, the principle of universality of humanitarian law, that is, to extend assistance to vulnerable persons wherever they may be and regardless of their race, religion, nationality or sex, thus effectively protecting the fundamental human rights to life, health and dignity. In addition to being recognized for its activities in the field, the ICRC also represents, in a way, the consciousness of mankind, continuously and persistently reminding all members of the international community of their obligations based on international humanitarian law and the body of human rights.

For 150 years now the ICRC has been the first or among the first to provide assistance, either in an armed conflict, natural disaster or emergency, and its emblem signifies to all those in need that they are not alone and that assistance is on the way. I take this opportunity to invite you all to join me in remembering with reverence and paying tribute to all the ICRC and national Red Cross societies' humanitarians who sacrificed their own lives while helping others.

Serbia has recognized and embraced the ideas and the objectives of the International Committee of the Red Cross shortly after its inception, and it established its own Red Cross Society, as early as February 1876, bringing together in the first year of its activity, more than 2,000 members. At the initiative of this Society, Serbia acceded to the Geneva Convention that same year. In this context, I would like to underline that the Republic of Serbia is a party to all the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their Additional Protocols. An important step in putting in place the necessary structure for the implementation and guaranteeing the implementation of international humanitarian law in Serbia was the establishment of the Commission for International Humanitarian Law. In addition to its readiness to address important issues, to take stands and submit its recommendations to state authorities, the Commission was set up also as the focal point for exchanging information on different types of international humanitarian law dissemination in Serbia. Furthermore, the Commission demonstrated readiness to include in its work both national and ICRC experts.

Today, the Serbian Red Cross has 183 organizations in different towns and municipalities, and its activities are carried out through a network of 60,000 volunteers and 800 employees. The Serbian Red Cross actively cooperates with other national organizations, the ICRC and the Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, and enjoys high international reputation, being recognized as a credible and a reliable partner. Although it is independent, it closely cooperates with state authorities, including the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. We consider it as great recognition of the Serbian Red Cross that the procedure of taking over documentation for missing persons is underway, based on the tracing request submitted in the territory of Serbia to the International Committee of the Red Cross. The delegation of the Serbian Red Cross recently returned from the 19th session of the General Assembly of the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, held in Sydney, Australia, where issues relevant to the further activity of the national societies were discussed.

Ladies and Gentlemen,


In the year marking this important jubilee of the International Committee of the Red Cross, along with paying our tribute to its founders and remembering its countless actions, humanitarians and volunteers, it remains incumbent upon us to continue to abide by the fundamental ideas of this Organization and the values it promotes, including the protection of victims in armed conflicts, promotion and strengthening of humanitarian law and the universality of the humanitarian principles. The International Committee of the Red Cross should be proud of the fact that, in its perennial work, it has been able to resist being politicized in its activity, to be consistent in translating into action the ideas and principles on which it was founded, to extend assistance where it is needed the most and to make us firm in our conviction that humanity does not recognize borders or differences, but solely human needs and rights, and their protection.
