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Speech of Prof. Dragan Radovanovic, MD, PhD 
President of the Red Cross of Serbia
Ladies and gentlemen, 
Your Excellencies, 

Friends and colleagues,
It is a great honour for me to address this gathering on behalf of the Red Cross of Serbia and allow me to thank the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and in particular the National International Humanitarian Law Commission for the initiative and organizing this event.
Now that we mark 150 years of humanitarian action we are proud to recall that the Red Cross of Serbia was formed among the first 15 established in the world, which speaks clearly of the striving of our people. 

The Red Cross of Serbia was founded on 6 February 1876. Its founder was Dr. Vladan Djordjevic while its first president was metropolitan Mihajlo Jovanović. The first task of the newly established RC society was to take care of refugees fleeing from of an uprising in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Owing to the fact that uprisings, wars, the wounded, refugees and socioeconomic difficulties in the wars' aftermath make part of the history in our region, the tasks of the RC of Serbia have always been constant and huge. Action, which was permanently required, has greatly contributed to the development of capacities and expertise of our employees and volunteers. 

The fact that despite many commitments and complex circumstances the RC of Serbia has always acted in accordance with humanitarian ideas and the RC Movement's principles and conventions, makes our history magnificent. 

Domestically, the Red Cross of Serbia has played a leading role in also responding to natural disasters and reducing vulnerabilities. Our National Society has already transformed itself from a distributor of humanitarian aid to an organisation that focuses more on the needs of individuals in their communities and takes into account the longer term requirements of both.

We have seen – quite recently and still ongoing – how phenomena that are neither natural disasters, nor health emergencies, nor conflicts, can generate significant needs: I am thinking of the financial and economic crises that engulfed us a couple of years ago and which still blight millions of families. Again, we saw that the Red Cross of Serbia had the intellectual agility and operational flexibility to respond to these needs, too.
The RC of Serbia consists of two provincial and 183 local branches in towns and municipalities in Serbia. 

Over 60.000 volunteers take part in the activities of the RC. Out of them, more than 60% are young people, which makes the future of our organisation certain. 

The notion and the phenomenon of voluntarism underscore the value of an honest, committed, voluntary and enthusiastic work for the benefit of the needy. Dedication and commitment brought by volunteers to our organisation throughout the centuries had given it the strength to prevail in difficult times. 

A large number of volunteers speak of the strength the RC of Serbia has gained in the eyes of its citizens. At the same time, it speaks of the deeply humane character of our people, who help others even at when they need help themselves. 

Dr. Bosko Jakovljevic, who joined us today, a volunteer and employee of the RCS for 64 years was awarded the highest award of the International Red Cross Movement, Henry Dunant medal at the session of the Council of Delegates 2011, for his overall performance and contribution to the Red Cross of Serbia and the Movement.
All Red Cross activities focus on a human being in need of help. 

We will continue promoting the role of the Red Cross as the largest humanitarian organisation in Serbia. Through an active cooperation with the media, we will spread knowledge and awareness of the importance of a humanitarian action. 

Therefore, the Red Cross has a very great obligation to continue working in a highly ethical and transparent manner in order to attract new members and fulfil the expectations of its activists. 

The years that are to come will bring new challenges and tasks to the RC in Serbia. We are happy and proud to be in the service of human kindness and this gives us the strength to overcome all the challenges ahead. 

Thank you for your attention. 
